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Biology and the Modern World 
Biology 111, Fall 2007 
 
 
Instructor:   Gregory Johnson, Ph.D. 
Office Hours:   Monday: 11-12:30 pm Tuesday: 12-1:00 pm 
    Wednesday: 12-1:00 pm Friday: 11-12:30 pm 
    Or by appointment 
Email:    johnsoga@plu.edu - the best way to contact me 
Telephone:   253.536.5025 – if you leave a voicemail also send me an email 
Lecture:   Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 1:45 Ð 2:50 pm, RCTR220 
Lab:    Tuesday, 9:55 Ð 11:40 am or 1:45 Ð 3:30 pm, RCTR122 
Text:      Essential Biology, 3rd Ed., Campbell, Reece and Simon 
Laboratory manual:  Will be available online as a pdf at least one day prior to lab. 
Lecture Notes: Will be provided online after class as a pdf. I will not be updating 

each day Ð rather I will have these available by the end of the week 
that the lecture was given. 

Course Website: http://www.plu.edu/~johnsoga/Site/About_Me.html from this page 
you can find a link to my file-sharing site for class notes and lab 
material.  You will also find information on the class schedule and 
syllabus. You will be given a password to access this file-sharing site 
in class and you may want to write it here. ______________ 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Biology 111 fulfills Pacific Lutheran UniversityÕs general education requirement (GUR) for a 
laboratory science course.  It is intended for non-science majors. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY 
I will facilitate an effective learning environment in which you can explore the fundamentals of 
biology. No question is unreasonable. However, ultimately you are responsible for your own 
education. You must dedicate ample energy and time to learn the material on your own. 
 
TIME REQUIREMENTS 
Please be aware that assessment in this course will be based on comprehension and application of 
biological knowledge and understanding how the scientific method is used to design experiments. 
As such, you will need to plan on additional time for this course so that you may move beyond 
simple acquisition of knowledge. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
As a scientifically literate member of society you should have a basic understanding of fundamental 
biology. In this course I hope you will acquire a basic understanding of: scientific method, 
metabolism, flow of energy, heredity, evolution, and the diversity, adaptability and interrelatedness 
of life.  
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CLASS POLICIES 
Attendance is mandatory for any class that includes a student presentation, an exam, a quiz, or a 
discussion. 
Attendance is mandatory for all laboratories. The lab experience is part of your liberal arts core.  
Labs cannot be made up and you will be assigned a zero for that missed lab. I understand that there 
might be a time when you are unable to come to lab and one absence will be allowed. After that, 25 
points for each unattended lab will be deducted from your total score. If you miss more than two 
labs without justifiable reason I may withdraw you from the course. Please talk to me if 
circumstances beyond your control (sickness or family emergencies) prevent you from coming to 
lab. If you have to miss a lab period you should inform me and you must inform your lab partner.  
You are responsible for obtaining information on any schedule changes as well as on class materials 
you may miss during absence from class.  

Missed exams and assignments can be made up only if you missed them for medical reasons or family 
emergencies. To be fair to everyone, documentation will be required.  

Late assignments: 
In order to be fair to all course participants, assignments that are turned in late will be subtracted 
10% of the score per day that the assignment is late. 
 
 
APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR 
Students are expected to behave in an appropriate manner while attending this class.  

• ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD OR DRINK in the laboratory. The only exception to this is a 
bottle with a screw top lid.  

• You may not make audio recordings of my lectures. 
• Once class has started, please do not leave unless you let me know.  If you leave the room 

during a test or quiz, your paper will be collected and you will not be permitted to complete 
the test/quiz. 

• During class time I expect you to be working on materials for this course only. 
• Personal technology: Please be respectful of others in class: 

o switch your phones to vibrate or no-ring before coming to class 
o no email, txt msng or web browsing in class 
o you may not touch or use your phone in any way during an exam 
o you may not listen to an iPod or similar device during an exam 

• Lack of respect for diversity will not be tolerated in the class.  Diversity encompasses age, 
life experiences, profession, race, religion, gender, nation, lifestyle, social class, learning 
style, philosophy of life, sexual orientation, personality, mental and physical challenges, 
customs, values, among other. 

• Telephones located in classrooms and labs are for staff use and medical/safety emergencies 
only (no personal calls). 

• Student access to lab prep areas is prohibited unless authorized by an instructor. 
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STATEMENT CONCERNING ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT  
Plagiarism and any other form of cheating will not be tolerated.  I recommend you avoid even the 
appearance of cheating, particularly during quiz, exam and practical times. 
 
Plagiarism is defined as presenting the work of another as one's own.  More than four consecutive 
words from a source other than the writer constitutes plagiarism when the source is not clearly 
identified in appropriate documentation format. 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY POLICY 
All students as part of their obligation to Pacific Lutheran University assume the responsibility to 
exhibit in their academic performance the qualities of honesty and integrity. All forms of student 
dishonesty, which may include but not be limited to: cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic 
dishonesty, and plagiarism are subject to disciplinary action. Examples of academic misconduct 
may include: 

- Representation of the work of others as one's own 
- Use of unauthorized assistance in any academic work 
- Failure to cite sources used 
- Obtaining and/or using tests unless distributed and/or approved by the instructor 
- Copying the work of another student on any form of test 
- Knowingly help someone else cheat 
- Modification, without the instructor's approval, of any form of test, computer program, 

paper, record, report, assignment, or project for the purpose of obtaining additional 
credit or an improved grade 

- Failure to meet other conditions of academic integrity as identified by the instructor in 
the course syllabus 

Depending upon the severity of the incident, an instructor may, after discussion with the student, 
impose a penalty or penalties such as: 

- Issue a warning. 
- Reduce the grade of the assignment, examination, or project assignment, any form of 

test, or project. 
- Give zero credit for the assignment, any form of test, or project. 
- Dismiss the student from the course, and issue a withdrawal or failure for a grade. 

 
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS 
If you have a disability including a learning disability or health problem that interferes with ability 
to succeed in this class, you are encouraged to arrange support services and/or accommodations 
through Disabilities Support Services. You should contact Ruth Tweeten in Ramstad 106 or call 
253.535.7206. Please make me aware of your use of Disability Support Services as soon as 
possible.   
 
CLASS CANCELLATIONS DUE TO WEATHER 
Closure of Pacific Lutheran University due to weather will be announced on the major radio and television 
stations, on-line at the university website, or via the main telephone number of the university. 
 
Please be aware that I live some distance from campus and if weather and roads are treacherous near my 
home, even if they are fine near PLU, I may not be able to make it to class.  In such a case I will email the 
class and attempt to have notice of class cancellation posted. 
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GRADING (subject to change at discretion of instructor at any time) 
Grading Policies 
 No make up exams (except with signed doctor’s notes) 
 Late lab questions will be docked 10% per day past due date 
 No extra credit 
 
Total Points Possible - 730pts 
 
Grading Scale 
 A≥90% 
 B=80-89% 
 C=70-79% 
 D=60-69% 
 F<60% 
 
Exams 
450pts  Three Regular Chapter Exams (100pts each) 
  One Partial Chapter / Partial Comprehensive Final Exam (150pts) 
 
Quizzes/In-Class Assignments/Participation 
50pts  Quizzes may be unannounced 
  Response to DarwinÕs Dangerous Idea video – 20 pts 
 
Concept Maps 
60pts  Respiration Concept Map – 30pts 
  Photosynthesis Concept Map – 30pts 
 
Laboratory Grade 
170pts 
 
Lab Title Grading Method Points 
Lab 1 Scientific Method and Metric Measurements Questions 15 
Lab 2 Microscope Introduction Questions 15 
Lab 3 Cell Structure and the Five Kingdoms Questions 15 
Lab 4 Field trip Ð possibly Pt. Defiance Questions/Participation 20 
Lab 5 Photosynthesis Ð Effect of Light Intensity Abbreviated Lab Report 25 
Lab 6 Mitosis and Meiosis Questions/Participation 15 
Lab 7 Cancer and the Cell Cycle Questions 15 
Lab 8 Human Genetics Questions/Participation 15 
Lab 9 GATTACA Film Response Questions 20 
Lab 10 Evolution Questions/Participation 15 
Total Points 170 
   
   

 


